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SKU: 2957 - Frank Lloyd Wright Benches and Table from Wright's 1951 Unitarian Church

Item Categories: Furniture

Iltem Page:
https://osullivanantiques.com/newyork/item/2957-frank-lloyd-wright-benches-table-wrights-1951-unitarian-church/

Item Description

This trio of hinged bench seats and one table were designed by Frank Lloyd Wright and completed in 1951 for the
Unitarian Meeting House, which Wright also designed, at 900 University Bay Drive, Shorewood Hills, Madison,
Wisconsin. The components of each of these pieces were created at Wright's Taliesin studio and then assembled at the
Unitarian Meeting House by apprentices under Wright's direction. Wright was a member of this congregation and
personally helped raise funds to complete the project.

These pieces were used for over thirty years at the Meeting House. The building itself is a US National Historic
Landmark.

Please see the images for photographs of the pieces in their original installations, and for authenticating documentation
from the Frank Lloyd Wright Memorial Foundation.

Standard Bench: 29" high, 42" wide, 21" deep

Low Bench: 22" high, 42" wide, 21" deep

Single Bench: 29" high, 21" wide, 21" deep

Table: 25" high, 46" wide, 40" deep
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THE FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT MEMORIAL FOUNDATION

TALICSIM WEnE EEOTTLOALE ABIZONA DSISE

TO WHOM 17T HWAY CONCERMN:

The hinged bench seats, now being offered for private sale, were
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright in 1951 for the Unitarian Church at
900 University Bay Drive, Shorowood Hills, Madison, Wisconsin,

During the final stages of construction, in the summer of 1951,

Mr. Wright was on the site each day with the members of his Taliesin
Fﬁl1owship who completed the construction of the building and finished
the interior.

The benches were delivered to the job-site in sections, and the
Fellowship members assembled them, attached the chains, preserved
the wood finish, and put on the upholstery under the supervision of
Frank Lloyd Wright,

Sincerely, i -

Bruce Brooks Pfeiffer
Director of Archives

BENCH SEATING FOR THE FIRST UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE OF MADISON, WISCONSIN

Doslan: Plywood banch seating vas dasignad by Frank Lloyd Mright specifically
for the Magting House of tho First Unitarlan Soclaty of Madlsoa. Na sther publlc
bui lding by tha archltect, ofher than the Plolifar Chapol at Florlda Southors
College In Lakeland, Florida, Rod such an extonslve use of this typa of sasting,
Tha exanples from Florlda howe boen removed and roplaced by theator-typa seating
raking thosa froa the Moatlng House that much more rare and unlque. Because thi
audltorlun narrows foward the front and hos raised, step-1The arcas at esch slde,
custem=deslgned seating Is essentlal. Four diffarent versions of the basle bench
design are roquired to accommodote the unuswsal condd tlons.

Construction: Componont parts, slzed to allos for full use of 4' x B' cheets
of plywssd, wore procut at Taliosin and asseablod at the Maeting House by sppron—
#ices working undor Wright's direction In 1950,

Matarialz: Although ook plywsed moy howe Boon proferred as more comsistont
with The ook tris used throughout the bulldiag, doublo-feced flr plyvosd was uted
for the bonchos, Macks wore hinged bo seats ot tho lower, rea odge. Liak ehaln
wlth § hooks ot both ends, af elther side of the bonches, allowed & furthar odjust-
rent to tho desired amle of i,

lgns: REGULAR BEMCH==seat, 21" deop x 42" wide, tho sharpness of tho
two front corners soffened by a dlagonal cut. Back, 16" high x 42" wide, with by L
taper from lowar edge to top. Melght, floor to top of soat 133", 114" riser, 17
rumnar, plus 34" thickness of plywoad, Raar support, 5 wide strip bolow the
sont the width of the bansh. LOW BENMGH--samo a5 “rogular® In all dimensions axcept
that logs are £ high without the risar. Hoight, floor to top of seat, 5 33"
SINGLE--5oat 21" squara, oxcopt for dlzgonal cufs ot front corners. Distancs
botwonn teo "legs™ fa 10}, plus rocossed supperting bound thot goos almeat fo
the flosr, EXTRA LONG--soat 217 deop x 904" wide. Bhek 14" high x 79 3/4" wide.
Halght sema as for reguiar and singie.

Cushions: For oach regulor doublo boach the orfginal deslon used two, simgle-
sapt cuthions, made of denim=iike, aqua biue fabric. That fabric did not wear woll
snd aleo faded. A later version wed o single, much thinnor cushicn of foom rub-
bor covered with a longer wearing, textured, cque blue fabric. The original cover-
ing inciudod a Flap of fabric over the banch seat back which formed a pocket for
books. A later back covering systen necassitated drillieg holes In cach bench (5
in rogular, 3 im single) to accommodate string #les.

ha 1 As proviously noted, the cuthlens and baek esvers havae boon roplacad.
§The original fasrle 15 sti1 under tho back covering of most eriginnl bonchas.
On semo bonches the orlginal hinges have besn replosed. Flat 1ink chalns, moch
loss sturdy thowgh sore docoratlive, wore erlginally uSed. Wesd runmers, attached
at the bottes afges of most banches, wora not part of ths orliginal design but wers
added later for ssse of hondling and stablllty.

!E.?.’ Tha banches have provided the primary seatlng for the cosgreqotion for
avor thirty yoeers, provieg to be very adeptable to the multiple ard varied uses of
the auditorivn speco.  Bocouse thoy woro nover permanantly Imstalled, they hove
bean rearranged for waddings, reversod for sctivlfles contered in tho Hesrth Rzom
at the rear, uvsed fazing the sido for plays, orouped with Individual tabloes falss
doslgned by Hrightd +o provide for dinnor seatlng, and used with a multiplo-fabie
zrrangement for commlthee or group meetings.,
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